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July Shoot as Cool as Fireworks!! 
(Well, you know what I mean…) 
     Although I was not able to attend, I am informed 

that the July match was a fun one! With smaller 

posses’ things wrap up before it gets too hot, and 

there was a breeze to boot! Sounds like everyone had 

a good time. Nine shooters showed up on Saturday, 

and not a one shot the match clean – must have been 

tough stages! On Sunday J. R Pillman was the only 

one who shot clean and smooth out of 13 shooters. 

Way to go J. R Pillman!! Coyote Carson didn’t let 

the heat get to him that weekend as he finished as 

top shooter both days. Nice! 

 Don’t forget to put August 15
th

 and/or 16
th

 

down on your calendar for our next KRR shoot. 

Health practices are in place to keep everyone safe 

while still having a good time. See you then!! 
 

Don’t forget the PrVC 
Our friends at the Pozo River Vigilance 

Committee are up and running in Santa Margarita. 

Their next match will be on Saturday August 22
nd

. 

They are scheduled to offer a self-evaluation training 

video at this match, which is a great tool to help 

inprove your game. Shooters meeting is at 8:45 and 

shooting starts at 9:00. Covid may change some of 

the details, so for more info contact Roger Rapid at 

roger@siminoff.net  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

GOOD NEWS! 
 Remember in the past, when we 

had KRR matches with stages situated in 

Bay 1 of our range?  Cowboys and cowgirls 

running through the center alley on Johnson 

Street, had to negotiate an uneven downhill 

ramp, then sometimes jump or wade through 

a mud puddle, then step back up onto the 

rear deck.    

Well that is no more.   

The deck behind Floozy's, Ted's Guns 

and Snakebite Whiskey has been extended 

several feet downrange and around the 

corner into the alley.  So from now on, it is 

all at the same level as the front 

boardwalk.  It'll make the stages safer and 

the times oughta speed up, as well.  

 

KRR members, Snakebite, Two Fingers 

Slim, One Eyed Smith, and Dusty Devil 

Dale completed the widening and leveling 

(amid abundant story telling). 

                                        ---Dusty Devil Dale 

PS – Dusty Devil Dale also extended the 

deck on Bay 1 – Great job Dusty! 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 

mailto:roger@siminoff.net
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Some San Joaquin History 
(you all remember that I’m a history teacher, right? 

     ) 

Article taken from the Encyclopedia Britannica 

website. 

     Joaquín Murrieta, Murrieta also 

spelled Murieta, was a legendary bandit 

who became a hero of the Mexican-

Americans in California. Facts of his 

life are few and elusive, and much of 

what is widely known about him is 

derived from evolving and enduring 

myth. 

 

A Joaquín Murrieta was recorded as 

baptized in Sonora, Mexico, in 1830; 

while still a teenager, he married and 

migrated with his wife to California 

(1848). In the Gold Rush he tried 

prospecting, as did thousands of other 

immigrant Sonorans. The Yankee 

miners pressed the legislature in 

Sacramento in 1850 to pass the Greaser 

Act (its official title) and the Foreign 

Miners Act in an attempt to drive out 

the Mexicans. 

 
According to legend, Murrieta—or 

several “Murrietas”—responded to these 

oppressive actions by leading bands of 

outlaws that raided up and down 

the San Joaquin and Sacramento 

valleys, robbing gold miners and 

holding up stages. Another common 

element of the legend is the California 

governor’s offer of a reward for 

Murrieta’s capture, dead or alive. 

Historical accounts indicate that in 

1853 a group of California Rangers 

commanded by Harry Love confronted 

a gang that was allegedly led by 

Murrieta and that they beheaded a 

Mexican whom they claimed was 

Murrieta and preserved his head in jar. 

 

It seems likely that the historical 

Murrieta did participate in violent raids 

and robberies undertaken by a gang 

probably started by one of his brothers-

in-law. The popular image of Murrieta 

https://www.britannica.com/place/Sonora
https://www.britannica.com/place/Mexico
https://www.britannica.com/place/California-state/History#ref79270
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/legend
https://www.britannica.com/place/San-Joaquin-Valley
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as an aggrieved crusader avenging the 

murder of his wife and 

Anglo racism began with the portrayal 

of him in The Life and Adventures of 

Joaquín Murieta, the Celebrated 

California Bandit, the sessional account 

of his life written by John Rollin Ridge 

(Yellow Bird) and published in 1854. 

Ridge’s fanciful version of Murrieta’s 

story was retold and refashioned many 

times over the decades, most 

prominently in Walter Noble Burns’s 

novelistic history The Robin Hood of 

El Dorado: the Saga of Joaquín 

Murrieta, Famous Outlaw of 

California’s Age of Gold (1932), which 

was transformed into a motion 

picture, The Robin Hood of El Dorado 

by director William Wellman in 1936.  

 

 Whatever the reality of the historical 

Murrieta is, the legendary version of 

his story and image of him as a 

freedom fighter has long resonated 

with valley residents. 

 

 

 

 

********************* 

 

 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/racism
https://www.britannica.com/art/motion-picture
https://www.britannica.com/art/motion-picture
https://www.britannica.com/biography/William-Wellman
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/resonated

