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THE NEW GAZETTE HAS ARRIVED! 
     This is the rebirth of the Kings River 

Gazette, the official newsletter of the Kings 

River Regulators. Its purpose is to inform, 

record, and entertain, and hopefully all 

members will enjoy reading the various 

snippets contained therein. I consider all of 

you to be reporters, photographers, and idea 

gatherers, since I can’t do it all by myself! 

That means please feel free to give me pics, 

tell me something fun that happened at a 

match, or give me an idea for an article. This 

is YOUR paper, and I’m counting on you to 

contribute. I hope you enjoy reading, and I’ll 

see you at the February shoot! 

    Justice Loving 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 There’s a new Sheriff in Town – 

And a Mayor, and a Banker… 

     The Gazette would like to officially welcome 

some new Head Honchos of the Kings River 

Regulators. The new officers are: 
Mayor –High Cotton 

Sheriff – Dusty Devil Dale 

Banker – Cotton Candy 

And continuing in their roles are: 

Blacksmith – Two Fingers Slim 

School Marm – Manny’s Granny 

Territorial Governor - Snakebite 

     The club appreciates that these members are 

willing to step up and take leadership positions, and 

we know that they will do a great job! 

     We would also like to thank the outgoing officers 

High Sierra and Calamine for their dedicated service 

to the club. We appreciate all that you’ve done for 

us!  

********************* 

IT IS COMING! 

 THE FORT MILLER ANNUAL SHOOTOUT 

      Well folks, if you haven’t signed up for our 

annual match, then WHAT ARE YOU WAITING 

FOR? You know it’s going to be a great time. It is 

your club, and this is when we get to show off what a 

great club the KRR really is. Don’t forget that High 

Cotton needs all the help he can get, so be sure to 

sign up to volunteer – there’s all kinds of things that 

need to be done, so there’s a spot for you. Again, 

this is your club, so let’s step up and make this the 

best Fort Miller event ever. Find the registration 

forms on our website. See you there! 

 
Fort Miller is Cowboy Approved! 

_________________________ 

Happy Trails, Friend 

     It is with a heavy heart that we report the passing 

of long time Regulator Talon Hawk (Dick Smith) 

SASS#41641. Those of you who knew him know 

that he was a friend to all, and just a nice guy to be 

around. Talon was always ready to help new shooters 

get through their “check ride”. The Regulators will 

miss you, friend. Happy Trails. 
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A Great Day For A Shoot 

     It was a great day for a shoot in January – sure, it 

was chilly, but that builds character! And Coyote 

Carson provided a fine set of stages (although we’re 

not sure whether to thank him or hang him – John 

Wayne sweep? What the heck is a “John Wayne” 

sweep?!). Thanks Coyote, for some fun challenging 

stages. 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^               

Rusty Shotgun’s Shooting Tip 

Rusty advised that if you miss a shot on a stage, don’t 

exclaim, “OH S#%T!” – it’s a dead giveaway, and 

maybe the spotters didn’t see it! 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

HOW ABOUT A LITTLE HISTORY? 

     I’m a history teacher – you didn’t think you 

were going to get away without some history, did 

you? 

I thought it would be good to tell the story about how 

the Kings River Regulators got it’s start, so I talked to 

the man who started it all – Snakebite himself! 

It all started in 1993 when Doug Gilmore 

(Snakebite) got bored with shooting paper. He called 

his friend Jim Borton (Hank) and they talked about a 

new shooting sport they’d heard of – Cowboy Action 

Shooting. The two of them headed down to 

Bakersfield and 5 Dogs Creek to check it out. On 

the way home they decided that they needed to start 

a club of their own. Now I’ll let Snakebite tell the 

story: 

     “We contacted a few friends, Jim Riley (Hawkeye 

O’ Riley), Paul Spear (Bear Paw), Dean Rowan 

(Shorty), and Gerry Reid (Bean Pot), and then Rod 

Chaney (Hardpan Curmudgeon) came along. We 

started gathering up all the steel we could find to use 

for targets and met every weekend at Jim’s farm to 

build targets.” 

     This preparation went on for most of 1994, and 

they started shooting at Hutchingson’s Ranch, on 

Highway 180. The group decided to call themselves 

the Kings River Regulators, and in 1995 Snakebite 

approached the FRPC to set up a Cowboy Action 

Shooting Club on the range. The received temporary 

permission and stepped up their prop and target 

building in preparation for their first big match. “I 

attended every gun show around, and went to all the 

gun shops, and passed out flyers everywhere I went. 

Always in full Cowboy Action Shooting attire.” 

(editors note: I saw Snakebite at the range swap meet 

last Saturday still doing the same thing!)  

     The group had held small monthly matches, but 

they wanted to host a big match to clinch their 

position at the FRPC. The KRR held it’s first annual 

match at the FRPC on December 17
th

, 1995 (it was 

their 2
nd

 annual match), and they called Fort Miller 

for the fort at the bottom of Millerton Lake. Look at 

the Kings River Gazettes in the archives on our 

website to see the results.  

     From these humble beginnings evolved one of 

the most successful Cowboy Action Shooting Clubs 

in California. This April we will be hosting the 26
th

 

Annual Fort Miller event, and as Snakebite says, “it 

will be one that every member will be proud of. I 

firmly believe that the reason that we have stood the 

test of time is because we have stayed the course and 

have never deviated from what we are: A COWBOY 

ACTION SHOOTING CLUB.” 

     And there you have it, how it all began. Snakebite 

said what I will use to close this article, “All of you 

members can take pride in being a part of our great 

and continuing success. It has been you that have 

made us what we are, and I see a bright future for 

us.” Well said, Snakebite, well said. 

++++++++++++++++++++  


